The value of caval division in the maze procedure with valve surgery.
Operative predictors for successful elimination of atrial fibrillation (AF) following the maze procedure are not yet known. We have often divided the superior vena cava (SVC) during the maze procedure, not to eliminate AF but in order to explore the mitral valve. However, in multivariate analysis of 79 patients, the division of SVC, as well as the duration of AF, was found to be the strongest predictor of AF elimination. The explanation of this observation is not clear, but denervation of the cardiac autonomic nervous system or the existence of paroxysmal AF originating from the SVC could be involved.